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Letter from the Crisis Director
Hi everyone! My name is Nassim Ali Ahmad, and I will be your Crisis Director for this
committee! I am super excited for this committee because I think the concept is so cool. I have
always been interested in countries fighting for their independence throughout history, but not
many have a whole secret society as part of their plan to overthrow their oppressors.
A little bit more about me: I am currently a senior at Clark studying economics and
political science. I have been doing Model UN for 4 years, since my freshman year of college. I
now serve as the Chief of Operations for the team, so needless to say I love to do what we do!
I am a big fan of historical crisis committees due to the crazy and creative opportunities
delegates have to create alternate timelines of history. Overall, this is a really cool slice of
history, and I can see this committee going in so many different directions.
I hope you are all as excited as I am, and I cannot wait to see what you come up. These
characters all have the ability to serve their own goals or the goals of the Society, which adds
another layer of decision-making for the delegate about whether or not they want to serve
their personal goals. I look forward to seeing you all at ClarkMUN, and cannot wait to initiate
you all to the Filiki Eteria!
If you have questions about anything at all, do not hesitate to email me at
naliahmad@clarku.edu!
With independence,
Nassim Ali Ahmad
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Introduction and Role of the Committee
Welcome to the Filiki Eteria - or “Society of Friends.” Originally founded in 1814 in
Odessa, Ukraine, where a bustling Greek community lived. Our three founders: Nikolaos
Skoufas from the Arta province, Emmanuil Xanthos from Patmos, and Athanasios Tsakalov from
Ioannina, created this society because they were tired of Turkish Ottoman rule. The Greek
people have been oppressed by the Ottomans for far too long… our goal is revolution.
It is currently September of 1818, the organization has bolstered incredibly in
membership. From Morea to Macedonia, Serbia to the Russian Empire, the Greek diaspora will
be free, as our members hail from all over these lands. We have decided to move our central
operations from Odessa to Constantinople, right under the Ottoman’s nose. Just one month
prior to this document, our esteemed and regarded leader, Nikolaos Skoufas, fell ill and passed
away. As it stands, the Filiki Eteria have no sole leader, and we must congregate to discuss our
next moves. At this time, the committee of delegates has an array of topics they have the
opportunity of debating.
This Society’s main operations are to gain support (socially or monetarily), and spread
the seeds of revolution in any which way they decide. As it is a ‘secret’ society, there are a
variety of tactics and approaches the committee can utilize to create dissent in Ottoman
Greece. Further, with the lack of a central leader, the committee can decide how pertinent or
not this issue is to be discussed. There is a lot of flexibility with this committee, and Society
members can of course choose to work in any manner they deem fit for their character – some
may cooperate, some may not, and everyone gets the choice of who’s goals they wish to serve.
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Map of Europe in 1815. Source: Wikipedia

Historical Context
Ottoman Rule of Greece
In 1453, the Byzantine Empire’s capital, Constantinople, fell to the Ottomans, marking
the end of the Byzantine era in Eastern Europe1. Within 7 years, the Ottomans pushed their
conquest eastward, overtaking mainland Greece. Ottoman Greece was split into 6 divisions
(called sanjaks) all ruled by their own Sanjakbey2. These Beys reported to the Sultan, who
situated himself in Constintinople as the Ottoman capital. Under the new empire, Greeks were
treated as second citizens, joining the lower, non-Muslim class designated as “raiyah.” Life as a
Greek Orthodox Christian became daunting and difficult through a variety of heavy land and
trade taxes. Further, non-Muslim civilians were required to pay a jizya tax3. Failure to prove that
one has paid their jizya could result in imprisonment. Further, Christian communities were
subject to what Greeks would call “the tribute of children,” where one in five sons in the
community must be given to be trained as a part of the Ottoman Elite, the corps of Janissaries.
In some cases, this led to Greek men climbing the bureaucratic ladder as governors or even
Grand Viziers, but a majority of the time proved to be a great burden to these communities.
1

Barker, Religious Nationalism in Modern Europe, p. 118
C. M. Woodhouse, Modern Greece: A Short History, p. 101.
3
James E. Lindsay Daily life in the medieval Islamic world, (Greenwood Publishing Group, 2005) p.121
2

MUN at Clark | Clark University | 950 Main St, Worcester, MA 01610 | clarkmun.org

5

The economy of Greece suffered during Ottoman rule, with mainland Greeks resorting
to either rural or military operations. The farming occured with little to no surplus, a majority
of the Greek diaspora slowly fell into poverty, besides those who climbed the ranks through
religious or militaristic means. This discontent has fomented over time, and continues to do so.
One of the first uprisings to occur during the era of discontent for Greeks, was the
Orlov Revolt in 17704. This was event was sponsored by the Russian Empire amidst the
Russo-Turkish war, and unfortunately, was not very successful. The Ottomans crushed the
revolt, and mainland Greece saw violence proceeding it 5.

Phanariot Greeks
Nestled in the wealthy Greek-populated Phanar district of Constintinople, Phanariot
Greek families were among the wealthiest merchants and administrators in the Greek diaspora.
Phanariots were highly educated and cosmopolitan when compared to general Ottoman society,
so they often filled in administrative positions as diplomats and church officials6.
The Greek diaspora filled into other regions in eastern Europe, such as the Danubian
principalities of Moldavia and Wallachia ( modern-day Romania). After gaining social traction in
the late 1700s, princes were appointed from prominent Phanariot families. Over time, favorable
conditions arose in this region over Ottoman-ruled areas, allowing for members of the Filiki
Eteria to hail from this region as the society gained momentum in the late 1810s.
During its latter years, the Filiki Eteria was very popular amongst Phanariot Greeks, as a
majority of the society’s membership were from this class of families. It is important to note
that over time, Phanariot Greek families moved all over Europe, from Italy to the Russian
Empire, and is more descriptive of the family’s status and class, and not necessarily its
geographical location. A notable Phanariot family that was heavily involved in the Society was
the Ypsilantis family.

4

Svoronos, History of Modern Greece, p. 59
Vacalopoulos, History of Macedonia, p. 336
6
Encyclopædia Britannica, The Phanariots, 2008, O.Ed.
5
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Topics for Discussion
There is much for the Society to discuss, and the committee has the ability to influence
debate into any such direction if they so choose. Here are some starting issue areas that the
committee can either begin with or consider as they partake in the conference:
1. The Ottoman Empire is declining. The stranglehold the Ottomans have on the
Greek diaspora seems to be loosening. The central debate occurring in our Society’s
ranks is whether it is time or not to begin the revolution. Many say it may be too early,
while others propose that to strike early is to strike decisively. Weigh out the benefits
and risks of such a move, and determine when the right time to strike is…if at all.
2. The Greeks need support. While a vast array of prominent figures make up the
leadership of this society, you can never have enough benefactors. The Russian Empire
has shown interest in the past in supporting Greek liberation, but it is evident their main
goal is the demise of the Ottomans. Are there other groups or empires that we can rely
on? Perhaps the right people may just need some convincing…
3. The Society lacks a leader. With the death of Nikolaos Skoufas, the Society can
either collaborate as a committee to find a new way of governing, or elect a new leader.
The two remaining founders, Tsakalov and Xanthos, do not wish to take the helm
completely. Perhaps the best way to operate is oligarchic decision-making, or should we
stick with having a core leader? Is this a concern even worth dealing with at this time?
While a daunting task, perhaps there are other ways…
4. There are costs to growth. While the revolution requires strength and support, to
what extent does a secret society stop being so…secret. Membership is bolstering, but
at what costs? If given too much publicity, the aims of the Society could be compromised
and the Ottomans could move swiftly to quash the rebellion, as they have done in the
past. Will the Ottomans catch on? Let’s hope not…
This is by no means an exhaustive list. We encourage you to get creative and think
outside the box. This is your time to create alternate timelines of history and possibly go off the
beaten path. This committee is guided, first and foremost, by you, the delegates. We are
excited to see what you come up with!
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Note about Character Arcs and Notes
All is fair in love and war, except I, you’re Crisis Director, urge delegates to keep in mind
that this is a historical simulation at a Model UN conference. During times of war and tensions,
all sides perpetrate atrocities. I ask delegates to please be mindful of the topics they decide to
discuss and the nature of the notes they decide to send to the Crisis Room or other delegates.
With that being said, there is a no-tolerance policy on the usage of racism,
homophobia, transphobia, enslavement. If you wish to utilize groups of people
along an identity (certain faith, nationality, gender, etc.) ensure first and foremost
that you are being respectful, I cannot urge these points enough.
This committee is simulating the “Invisible Authority” of the Filiki Eteria, basically the most
influential members who overlook the main operations of the Society. In reality, not all
characters in the Character List would have been included, but have such been added for more
diversity in demographic and background. Since this was a secret society, many members may
not have a ton of information on them. In general, we encourage to take creative liberties with
these characters that are within reason, and to have fun with your assignments.
If you are in the planning phase of creating your character arc and you are unsure of something,
I encourage you to email me, Nassim, at naliahmad@clarku.edu to ask first. Of course, if you
have questions about anything at all, that email is still a great resource and I will be responsive
to your concerns.
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Character List
Here is a list of characters who will be present at this communion for the Society of Friends. In
reality, there are main members who make most of the decisions, apostles who spread the
message, and general members who just carry out the duties of the Society. For the sake of this
conference, everyone will be considered to have equal levels of say, and are all considered
welcome to be in this “executive meeting.”
Characters who are slightly fictional will be denoted by a (*), in which I will explain what parts
are fictional. Characters who are completely fictional are denoted by ( **). All characters in this
list, fictional or not, have varying amounts of information available. With that being said,
character assignments are a creative exercise, and as long as you are respectful and logical, I will
be lenient with the creative liberties you take with certain characters, within limits of course. If
your character is not a prince of a small island of Greece, then you probably cannot make an
argument about why you are one. Want to reach out to your brother who owns grapevines for
wine (but don’t have one historically)? If a convincing narrative is created establishing a
relationship and/or the resources, the Crisis Room would be amendable to allowing these
relationships. With the wholly fictional assignments, we will of course be a bit more lenient. No
matter the assignment, every character has the possibility to accrue the most power in some
way or another, and have the biggest impact on the committee, so do not feel disadvantaged by
any given assignment. Of course, if you have any questions or concerns, just email me.
1. Athanasios Tsakalov
Along with Nikolaos Skoufas and Emmanuil Xanthos, Athanasios is one of the
three founders of the Filiki Eteria. As a young boy, Tsakalov attended the Maroutsaia
School in Ioannina, a prestigious Greek institution that thrived in Enlightenment thinking.
Afterward, he moved to Russia with his father and then continued his education in Paris
to study Physics. While in Paris, Tsakalov founded a precursor organization to the Filiki
Eteria called the Ellinoglosso Xenodocheio (“Hellenophone Hotel”), which focused on
educating Greeks in Paris about Ottoman oppression. After losing his dear friend,
Nikolaos Skoufis, Tsakalov wants to save the revolution for another day and rebuild first,
butting heads with Emmanuil.
2. Emmanuil Xanthos
Along with Nikolaos Skoufas and Athanasios Tsakalov, Emmanuil is one of the
three founders of the Filiki Eteria. Born on the Greek island of Patmos, he moved to
Italy and soon joined yet the Masonic Lodge of Lefkada. The freemason society gave

MUN at Clark | Clark University | 950 Main St, Worcester, MA 01610 | clarkmun.org

9

Emmanuil the idea for the Filiki Eteria, which worked well for his peers who also had
Freemason experiences. Having been a successful sea merchant for the Greek islands,
Emmanuil eventually found himself in Odessa to create the society. Xanthos cares about
the Society more than anyone, writing mini-memoirs anytime a high-ranking member
passes away. Emmanuil is also known for being the hardest and most vindictive on
traitors to the Society. After the death of his dear friend, Nikolaos Skoufis, Emmanuil is
more eager for the revolution, butting heads with Athanasios.
3. Panagiotis Anagnostopoulos
Born in a poor municiplaity in western Greece, Panagiotis was the Filiki Eteria’s
very first recruited member, and as such, has clout in the Society where he is often
mistaken as one of the founders. Because of this, his relations with Xanthos
are…complicated. Before the Society, Panagiotis was educated in Constantinople and
moved to Odessa to work at a drapery shop in a wealthy Phanariot district. Here, he
enacts recruitment as well as undergoing operations in Wallachia and Italy. Members
look up to his dedication to the cause.
4. Gregorios Flessas/Papaflessas
This Greek priest grew up in the Pelopennesian region of Greece, attending an
affluent school in Dimitsana. While in school, he signed a satirical and insulting letter and
put it on the door of the municipality’s local Turkish governor. Fearing for his life, he
pulled out of school and was sent to become a priest, where he gained his prominent
nickname, Papaflessas. Flessas is a defiant and rebellious priest, harboring anger towards
the Ottomans, due to their role in his family’s deaths. With such a reputation, he is
often traveling and doing his duties under aliases. He has gained quite a reputation as
rambunctious and playful, but takes his duties for the Society very seriously. He is a big
recruiter and widely respected by his peers. Recruited by Anagnostaras, they boast a
close friendship.
5. Panagiotis Sekeris
Born in Triploli, Greece, Sekeris comes from an affluent family of merchants, in
which he attended the affluest school in Dimitsana. After being a witness of his father’s
murder at the age of 15, he fled Tripoli. After an apprenticeship with his uncle, he
followed in his father’s footsteps, becoming a successful merchant, using his fleet of 15
ships to create branches of business around the Black Sea. His role in the Society is
crucial, as it opened up the Filiki Eteria to a variety of trade routes. He was appointed as
the Society’s treasurer, and occasionally puts his own personal wealth into the society’s
goals. Sekeris is especially talented in recruiting sea merchants and ship captains from
around the Aegean and Ionian seas.
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6. Anthimos Gazis
Being 60 years old, Anthimos is the grandpa of the Society. He has had a long
history with ecclesatical professions, but his true passion is education. Prior to the Filiki
Eteria, he was a curator of the Filomousos Eteria, an organization focused on expanded
Greek education, providing educational funds for poor Greeks, and preserving Greek
antiquity. Anthimos conducted his recruitment primarily through his teaching positions
and “conducting archeological studies.” He is widely considered by his peers as the most
intelligent and shrewd member, because of this, he butts heads with Tsakalov from time
to time. Gazis has sustained this intellectual reputation through sustaining the first
Greek periodical Hermos o Logios, bolstering the Greek intellectual community.
7. Alexandros Ypsilantis
Coming from a prominent Phanariot Greek family, Alexandros was thoroughly
educated, being fluent in Russian, French, German, and Romanian. At 15, he was under
the patronage of the Russian Empress, Maria Feodorovna, where he quickly climbed the
ranks in the military. After showcasing extreme prowess in the Napoleonic Wars (and
losing his right arm), he was promoted to colonel. After being selected to aid in the
Congress of Vienna, he appealed heavily to Tsar Alexander I, who appointed him as his
personal assistant. He is seen as a natural leader in the Filiki Eteria, due to his illustrious
career. However, he has grown to have quite a big ego and a hot head, making some of
the Society’s veterans to be reluctant about his decision-making and leadership
capabilities.
8. Nikolaus Galatis
The pretty boy. Nikolaos is a son of a royal family in Ithaca, charismatic, and very
easy on the eyes. He is excessively educated, being fluent in French and Italian, and as
such served as the secretary of Ali Pasha of Ioannina. This position, while illustrious,
caused troubles for him in th Society. While an incredibly skilled recruiter, Niko gained
the disdain of his older peers due to his brash and boyish behavior, while having direct
employment connections to Ottoman leadership. Self-nicknaming himself “The Count,”
Nikolaos turns on his charm to not only recruit as much as he can, but is known for
trying to recruit high-profile individuals, which sometimes proves risky for the Society’s
secret status.
9. Anagnostaras
Hailing form the Peloponnesian region, Anagnostaras was always rowdy. Rumor
has it, he successfully staged a coup because his elementary school teacher attempted to
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withhold recess. He joined swiftly joined the military, fighting in the Russo-Turkish War
as a major under a Russian-Greek general. While somewhat empty-headed,
Anagnostaras makes up for his educational deficiency in fighting spirit and military
prowess. His recruiting tactics include singing ballads and poems using his bouzouki
(Greek instrument), and can always be counted on for starting a bar fight. He was the
personal recruiter of Papaflessas, who is his best friend in the Society.
10. Markos Botsaris
Despite being born to a prominent Souliote clan in Epirus (in between prest-day
Greece and Albania), Markos fled after Ali Pasha of Ioannina captured his homeland of
Souli and killed Markos’ father. He fled to serve in the Albanian regiment of the French
Army for 11 years, working on his fighting skills and military intelligence. He is the
author of a Greek-Albanian lexicon to preserve the knowledge of his soon-extinct Souli
dialect. He is a relatively new member of the Society, Markos was given a spot on this
council due to his knack for inspiring people to fight. While he is definitely a Greek
nationalist, Markos feels more of a connection to his Greco-Albanian heritage, and
would do anything to liberate his homeland and take revenge on Ali Pasha.
11. Theodoros Kolokotronis
Theodoros comes from a respected clan of fighters and revolutionaries. His
father and two brothers died fighting in the Orlov Revolt, pushing Theodoros to
become a klepht and serving as a bodyguard for Pelopennesian nobles. He was
particularly good at stealing sheep to accrue wealth, and eventually married an affluent
Pelopennesian. Throughout his life, he served both the Russian Navy and eventually the
British Empire, where he refined his skills and started wearing his iconic red helmet.
Theo was inspired by the French Revolution, pushing him to seek out the Filiki Eteria.
Due to his wide connections amongst Russia and especially Britain, he was granted a
spot in this committee. A somewhat new member, Theo also maintains strong
connections with hsi old klepht bands, in which he attempts to recruit.
12. Costache Aristia
Born in Bucharest, Wallachia (modern-day Romania), Costache is an aspiring
poet and actor. He was a protege of Lady Rallou, a Wallachian princess who loved plays
and was impressed by Aristia’s ability to direct and act. Costache won renown through
his drag performances in certain productions. The Lady sponsored Costache’s trip to
France where he became a prominent actor and impersonator, in which he was very
skilled at. Upon returning he was recruited to the Filiki Eteria. While not the best
fighter, Costache is well connected throughout the artistic sects of society, as well as
maintaining a good connection with Wallachian nobility via Lady Rallou. Only 18 years
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old, he was one of the youngest members of this committee, and therefore has less of a
reputation amongst the Society’s members.
13. Kyprianos of Cyprus
Even from a young age, Kyprianos always wanted to get involved in religious
duties. After serving as a monk in Cyprus, he traveled around the Danubian principalities
to learn more about theology and religious leadership. Upon returning to Cyprus, he
finished his studies and became the Archbishop of Cyprus in 1810. Kyprianos was
initiated into the Society to lift Cyprus out of Ottoman control. He is incredibly
pragmatic and dogmatic, and does not get along with Papaflessas due to his erratic and
unorthodox behavior. Kyprianos is well-loved by the people of Cyprus and he would do
anything for the benefit of his country and his people.
14. Konstantinos Nikolopoulos - Renaissance Man*
Konstantinos is a man of many, many talents. While born in the Ottoman Empire,
he grew up in Paris, where he worked as a librarian for most of his life up until this
point. His time in Paris led him to appreciate the nicer things in life. Always seeking the
finest foods, wines, clothes, Konstantinos is insatiable. Because of his job at the French
Institute, he is incredibly well-read and an important asset to the Society. During his free
time, he composes songs and symphonies that regularly reach popular acclaim, fueling
his debaucherous lifestyle. He does not get along well with many Society members, but
his value, contributions, and popularity amongst theater communities cannot be
disputed.
15. Yorgos Kennotassos**
Yorgos comes from a small village south of Athens, born to a hardworking family.
Wanting a better life for Yorgos, they sent him to Odessa, where he picked up an
apprenticeship with a retired militiaman, who conducted physical therapy on Greeks
who fought in the Russo-Turkish War. When his master passed away,Yorgos took over
the practice, continuing to help civilians and fighters alike in Odessa. Becoming one of
the most prominent trainers in Odessa, he was recruited by Anagnostopolous to help
take over the training for the Filiki Eteria.Yorgos conducts his recruitment through his
gyms and clients, and is an integral member to preparing Greek revolutionaries to be
physically capable. Easily the strongest member of the Society,Yorgos is always looking
on to take on big adversaries, famously challenging them to lifting competitions, in which
he has used to gain wealth.Yorgos boasts an intricate network to the Greek and Russian
middle classes, who typically disregard recruitment advances by other Society members.
16. Dimitrios Kostas Koufis**
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Dimitrios hails from a small farming village in rural Greece. Dimitrios is locally
renown, for his immediate affinity for producing large crop yields and being a
connoisseur in the kitchen. Dimitrios was unfortunately taken away by the Ottomans
due to the “tribute of children.” Dimitrios’ cooking capabilities were soon recognized,
and instead of being pulled to the military, he served as a head chef in Constantinople
for Ottoman and Phanariot elites. Dimitrios was recruited by Tsakalov when he visited
the restaurant Dimitrios ran in the Phanariot district. Dimitrios quickly proved his worth
through his connections to Ottoman elites and recruiting through his many culinary
connections. Dimitrios also is incredibly well connected with the rural communities of
mainland Greece, which many of the high-class Society members could not break
through to recruit from. While young to the Society, Dimitrios shows great promise.
17. Mehmet Selim**
Mehmet Selim grew up in in a municipality that was almost entirely Greek
Orthodox. Despite his family being Turkish Muslim, Mehmet actually got along with his
Greek Orthodox peers fairly well. One day, Ottoman officers came to collect “the
tribute of the children” and attempted to take his best friend. When his friend’s family
resisted, they were cut down in front of Mehmet’s eyes. Mehmet knew that he could no
longer be complicit in Ottoman oppression. After getting educated, Mehmet proved
himself incredibly capable and diplomatic to high-ranking Ottomans, who recognized his
talent. Mehmet now serves as a high-ranking diplomatic officer in Constantinople on
behalf of the Sultan. During a diplomatic trip to Odessa, he met Nikolaos Skoufas and
they became quick friends. After gaining his trust, Mehmet was invited to the Filiki Eteria
as their man on the inside. While many members were skeptical of Mehmet’s allegience
at first, he quickly proved himself by leaking documents and providing crucial information
0for the Society’s success.
18. Catherine Ghica*
Catherine comes from one of the most affluent Greek Phanariot families.
As the sister of Grigore Ghica III, who served as Prince of Wallachia and Prince of
Moldavia, Catherine has great experience with dealing with royalty and advising her
brother whenever he asks. When the Hapsburgs attempted to annex Moldavia, Grigore
opposed it heavily, and in order to quell him, the Ottomans stepped in and assassinated
him. Devastated by the loss of her brother, Catherine wanted revenge and grew
increasingly tired of Ottoman rule. She married a prominent Greek military leader.
When she found out that the Ghica family were generous benefactors to the Filiki
Eteria, she reached out to Panagiotis Sekeris, who recruited her into the Society.
Catherine has far reaching connections thanks to her family name, brother, and husband.
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While a great help to the Society, fellow members question her motives, whether it is
about revenge or liberation.

Not much is available on Catherine, good starts for research would be looking up her
brother or the Ghica family as a whole.
19. Tudor Vladimirescu
Hailing from Oltenia (in modern-day Romania), Tudor was born to a peasant
family. At the age of 12 he was sent to serve Romanian elite, Ioan Glogoveanu, who
educated him extensively, and made him the administrator of his estate, and soon
became the leader of local militias around the estate’s municpality. Because of his
experiences, he is able to get along well with both elites and peasants alike. He
eventually left to serve in the Russian military, in which he found great success. Upon his
return, he found his home ravaged by an Ottoman garrison, pushing him to accrue
followers and become the leader of the Pandur militia. Because of his desire to liberate
Wallachia and Moldavia, Alexander Ypsilantis recruited him to join the Filiki Eteria.
Reluctantly he agreed. While he has a lot to offer the Society, everyone knows his true
goal is Romanian liberation and autonomy from Greek Phanariot rule of the Danubian
principalities.
20. Christoforos Perraivos
Growing up near Thessaly, Christoforos donned the nickname “Perraivos” as a
reference to the Perrheabi, an ancient Greek tribe in Thessaly. He was the illegitimate
son of an established monk, Hieronymos, who sent Perravios away to get educated and
eventually become a doctor. He eventually moved to the Ionian Islands, where he served
as a teacher and eventually apart of the French Army’s Albanian Regiment. After
emigrating to Odessa, he met the founders of the Filiki Eteria and became one of the
early members. Perraivos has a vast knowledge of medicine and chemicals due to his
education and profession. He has many connections in the medical community, and
rumors have it that he even has connections to the underground black markets for
medicines.
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