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Letter from the Chair:
Hello delegates!

Happy New Year! I want to start off by introducing myself. My name is Anne
Culhane-Williams, and I am from Framingham, Massachusetts but have come to love Clark and
Worcester. I am a sophomore at Clark University double majoring in Mathematics and Political
Science with an American Politics track. I am also on the executive board of Clark’s Model UN
team as treasurer this year, a rower on Clark’s rowing team, and President of Clark’s chapter of
the Association of Women in Mathematics! I eventually want to go to law school and work for
the government or go into mathematical modeling—I haven’t quite figured that out just yet! I
am incredibly passionate about math education especially involving women and girls learning and
loving math from a young age

In my spare time, I love to hike, run, and travel! I’m really hoping COVID will be over
soon so that I can resume exploring different parts of the world (on a budget!!). This is my
first-time chairing at ClarkMUN, although I vice-chaired last year, a UNEP focusing on trees. I
am very excited for this committee. You may have read on the ClarkMUN website, but I am
slightly obsessed with England and specifically its royal family!

This committee is rather unorthodox given it is technically not a UN committee, rather
the EU, but I am really looking forward to seeing various solutions, insightful debates, and
arguments that you can come up with!

If you have any questions on committee structures, goals, the topic, career questions, or
college questions, feel free to reach out at aculhanewilliams@clarku.edu. I love talking about
Brexit, MUN, and other college related topics!

Kind regards,
Anne
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Role of the Committee:
While the European Union (EU) is not contained within the UN, we are going to follow

parliamentary procedures as if the EU is contained within the UN.
The purpose of the EU is to “promote peace, its values and the well-beings of its

citizens” (“Principles and Values”). The goal is to implement freedoms and security without
internal borders to allow free travel throughout.

Additionally is the establishment of an internal market and “enhance economic, social,
and territorial cohesion and solidarity among EU countries” (“Principles and Values”). They also
established their own currency, the Euro (although the United Kingdom always kept their own,
British Pound Sterling). The EU’s aims are laid out in article 3 of the Lisbon Treaty (“Principles
and Values”).
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Historical Background:
The European Union (EU) originated following the end of World War II in Europe which

ended on May 8th, 1945. On April 4 th, 1949, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
was established aiming as an intergovernmental “security alliance between the United States,
Canada and 10 Western European countries” (“1945-59 European Union”). A month later, on
May 5th, 1949, the Council of Europe was established, those same 10 western European
countries (Belgium, France, Luxemburg, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom, Ireland, Italy,
Denmark, Norway, and Sweden), with the intention of promoting democracy and protesting
human rights (“1945-59 European Union”).

Simultaneously, on April 18, 1951, six countries: France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands,
Belgium, and Luxembourg, sign a treaty “to run their coal and steel industries under a common
management” (“1945-59 European Union”). Subsequently, on March 19 th, 1958, in Strasbourg,
France, the European Parliamentary Assembly held their first meeting, and then changed their
name from the Common Assembly of the European Coal and Steel Community and changed
their name to the European Parliament on March 30, 1962 (“1945-59 European Union”).

On January 1st, 1973, three additional countries, Denmark, Ireland, and the United
Kingdom formally joined (“1970-79 European Union”). Eight years later, to the day, Greece
joined the European communities. The EU faced many different issues throughout the decades
and continued expand members to their body, lastly Croatia on July 1, 2013 (“2010-19
European Union”).

However, the United Kingdom (UK) voted to leave the EU on June 23 rd, 2016 with 52%
of voters voting to leave after more that 40 years as a member, the UK departed on the 31 st of
January 2020 (“2010-19 European Union”).
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Current Situation:
The United Kingdom left the EU formally at the end of day on January 31, 2020. Things

were kept the same until December 31, 2020 “to allow enough time to agree to the terms of a
new trade deal” (“Brexit: What You Need to Know about the UK Leaving the EU”). The final
deal was agreed upon on December 24, 2020.

The terms of the deal include an end to the freedom of working and living between the
UK and EU, so UK nationals will need a visa to stay in the EU more than 90 days (“Brexit: What
You Need to Know about the UK Leaving the EU”).

One key issue at hand is the island of Ireland. While Northern Ireland is part of the
United Kingdom, some in the Republic of Ireland have intentions to reunite as part of Ireland.
The terms of the deal mean that checks will be implemented on goods entering Northern
Ireland from the rest of the UK.

Topic of Situation:
We are going to pretend we are in 2017, while in the midst of negotiations and

deliberations! You are of course welcome to reference the actual agreement made, but also
keep in mind what has worked and what has not.

The United Kingdom voted on June 23, 2016 to leave the EU, often known as “Brexit”,
subsequently, Prime Minister Theresa May initiated article 50 which triggered the UK’s two year
countdown to formally leave the EU.

The date of this committee will be April 1, 2017, so please keep in mind events that
happened around that time, not March 26, 2022!
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Committee Composition:
The European Union comprises 27 member-states in addition to the United Kingdom. These
countries include:

1. Austria
2. Belgium
3. Bulgaria
4. Croatia
5. Cyprus
6. Czechia
7. Denmark
8. Estonia
9. Finland
10. France
11. Germany
12. Greece
13. Hungary
14. Ireland

15. Italy
16. Latvia
17. Lithuania
18. Luxembourg
19. Malta
20. Netherlands
21. Poland
22. Portugal
23. Romania
24. Slovakia
25. Slovenia
26. Spain
27. Sweden

Thus, the make-up of our committee will include the 27 member-states and the United
Kingdom. (“Country Profiles”).
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Questions to Consider:
1. What is a “Fair” deal for your country?
2. What is a “fair” deal between the EU and the UK?
3. Who is going to end up “well-off”? and who isn’t?
4. Who is going to hold the power in the EU following the UK’s exit?
5. Is the UK going to have bargaining power?
6. Is this solution going to be successful and why?
7. Is the current agreement successful? Why?

Within the terms of this agreement there are many subtopics to consider: immigration,
gender roles, visas, cost, tariffs, free trade, free travel, currency, what is a “level playing field”,
fishing rights, professional and financial services, the disruption of individuals, reactions to the
deals. All of these aspects require much thought and research into what is the most fair.

Please keep in mind what is a “reliable source” versus something that has not been
peer-reviewed or does not seem accurate. If you are having trouble finding where to start, the
EU’s website has a country profile, which gives you the basics about your country. In addition,
please reach out and I would be happy to provide you some resources for your country
specifically!
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